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Note from Pastor Phil: Please see the audio for the discussion of Wood’s views on 
women serving as pastors. I think it’s very helpful and do respect the man. But I 
respectfully disagree.  

Leadership Training Session 4 

George O. Wood (Chairman of the World Assemblies of God Fellowship, the largest             
organization of Pentecostals): Joel 2, Acts 2, and Galatians 3:28, and I would add Acts               
21:9, 1 Cor. 11:5; 14:29.  1

Wood helpfully points out that women can prophesy in Church. I agree. But I think he 
causes great confusion when he does not make a distinction between prophecy and 
teaching. Paul clearly forbids women from teaching (1 Tim. 2:12) and clearly permits 
them to prophesy (1 Cor. 11:5). That means, among other things, prophecy and 
teaching are not the same (and there are a number of reasons for that distinction). 
Making space for women to prophesy in the Church is critical for having a healthy 
Church.  

I believe Wood makes a terrible mistake when he says he and other Pentecostals 
embrace their experience as a legitimate means for interpreting the Scriptures. I have 
no doubt that the women he knows (he mentioned his grandmother specifically) who 
serve in ministry have served the Lord and been used in powerful ways. But just 
because God uses us and blesses us, that doesn’t mean everything we do is right. 
When the Bible clearly contradicts our practice, I believe we ought to change, even if 
our practice seems to be working. Who can say that success in ministry justifies going 
against his word? And who knows what God would have done if we had been faithful to 
his word all along?  

Even more to the point: I worked at Starbucks for nine years; I have a number of friends 
who experience same-sex attraction. For them, the experience of same-sex attraction 
(feelings they cannot change or deny) indicates that the Bible’s teaching about sexuality 
is not right. So they disregard God’s word. Some of them are part of Churches that have 
also disregarded God’s word. Most simply write off the Bible altogether. Their reason for 

1 For a helpful article on the topic of prophecy in the Church see Wayne Grudem’s article “Prophecy Yes, 
but Teaching No,” accessed on https://cbmw.org/uncategorized/prophecy-yes-but-teaching-no/. 
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ignoring God’s word is the exact same argument Wood uses to ignore 1 Timothy 2:12. 
It’s a bad reason to ignore what God says. It’s wrong. Paul says “let God be true and 
every man a liar” (Romans 3:4). We must not use personal experience to contradict the 
word of God.  

The issue of women rightly prophesying in the Church highlights an important part of 
our discussion—if women are not permitted to serve as elders, how do they serve in the 
Church?  

Is there an office of deacon?  

Yes. If 1 Timothy 3:8-13 isn’t describing an office, you cannot serve in the Church at all 
unless you meet this list of qualifications; that’s not what Paul is saying. The job of 
elders and deacons is to equip all the saints to do the work of the ministry (Eph. 4:12). 
You can be disqualified from the office and still serve in other ways in the Church. I think 
that’s part of why Paul addresses overseers and deacons separately from the rest of the 
saints in Philippians 1:1—he’s addressing the leadership.  

What do deacons do?  

Let’s look at qualifications (from 1 Timothy 3): 
Elder Deacon Deaconess 
Above reproach Dignified Dignified 
Husband of one wife Husband of one wife  
Sober minded  Sober minded 
Self-controlled Not double tongued Not slanderers 
Respectable   
Hospitable   
Able to teach Hold to the faith  
Not a drunkard Not addicted to much wine  
Not violent   
Gentle   
Not quarrelsome   
Not a lover of money   
Manage his home well Manage his home well Faithful in all things 
Not a recent convert Tested to be blameless  
Respected by outsiders Tested to be blameless  



Deacons are eligible for service sooner; elders must be able to teach the faith, deacons 
only hold fast to it—meaning they understand it and love the faith, but they might not be 
able to describe it as well as someone who can teach it.  

Deacon does just mean servant.  

I need to add, as Boyd pointed out, both Stephen and Philip are capable of 
preaching and teaching. I need to say loudly and clearly, the New Testament does 
show women teaching. Although Paul says in 1 Timothy 2 that he does not allow a 
woman to teach or have authority over a man, he clearly instructs Titus that older 
women are to teach younger women (2:2), and reminded Timothy of the foundation his 
grandmother and mother laid for him in teaching him the Scriptures (2 Tim. 1:5, 3:15). 
The Bible does clearly show women teaching. But they don’t teach men and they don’t 
teach the entire Church.  

So teaching is part of what I believe women are called to do; but they do not teach men.  

This is why prophecy is so critical; ladies, if God puts something on your heart, share it.  
But in addition to teaching/Christian education, there are a ton of practical ways you can 
serve, and many of you know about them and do them.  

A deacon is just like everyone else—they ought to be learning and growing and they 
may teach in a given circumstance. Being able to teach doesn’t automatically make you 
an elder.  

You must be able to teach to be and elder; being able to teach does not make you an 
elder. There are teachers who will never serve in an elder capacity.  

And, the ministry of prayer is foundational to being an elder. But the entire Church must 
pray.  

Biblical Examples: Acts 6, Acts 9:36-39  

Recent examples: Audio and visual teams; financial secretaries; treasurers; plowing; 
mowing; cleaning; greeting; benevolence; organizing Scripture readers; this is open 
ended—any type of ministry that is deemed beneficial for our Church but is outside the 
realm of preaching and teaching is a potential area for deacons to be appointed by the 
Church and then serve.  



The model of Acts 6 is very helpful: the Church has a problem; the Apostles lead in 
addressing it; the Church exercises authority in implementing the plan the apostles 
proposed.  

No particular ministry is required in a given Church; some Churches have deacons over 
the parking lot ministry, others would never need that.  

What I’m proposing in the short term: Within 18 months I would like to ask the 
Church to identify men who can serve as elders and begin having them serve. No 
change to Church governance, no change to the constitution. These men would focus 
on teaching, praying, discipling, and being hospitable. They would report to the 
leadership council.  

What I’m proposing in the long term: Within a few years I would like to consider 
having an elder board lead our Church as the governing body—similar to what the 
council is doing now, but they would focus exclusively on teaching, the word, prayer, 
and discipleship. As part of that change I would like to see us have a flexible number of 
deacons for each ministry. Deacons would report to the elders. That means, the men 
responsible for teaching the Church would have authority over different ministries in the 
Church. Notice, Timothy exercises authority over the ministry to widows (1 Tim. 5:3- 
16); he doesn’t run it, but he oversees it. That’s part of what the term overseer means. 
Ideally you are involved, but never let the ministry of the word and prayer be hindered.  


